688                                       RUSSIA: A History and an Interpretation
revolutions which broke out in Europe in 1820-1821: in Spain, Naples, Portugal, Piedmont, and Greece. Alexander, supported by Prussia, insisted on joint allied action for the suppression of revolutionary movements and on the restoration of "legitimate" governments, while Castlereagh upheld the British position of non-intervention in the domestic affairs of foreign states. The policy of Austria and France was less clear-cut but was finally swayed in favor of intervention. The Congress of Troppau (October to December, 1820) and the Congress of Laybach (January to May, 1821) were attended by Alexander, Metternich, and the crown prince of Prussia, but Great Britain and France were represented merely by observers. In the decisions of these congresses the principle of intervention received its official formulation and its practical application. Alexander, now in full agreement with Metternich, went so far as to put at the disposal of the allies his armed forces and to issue orders for the organization of an expeditionary corps of 100,000 men to be used against the Italian "rebels." The speedy defeat by Austria of the revolutionaries in Naples and Piedmont, however, rendered superfluous the proposed intervention of Russian troops, which none of the other allies wanted.
The suicide of Castlereagh (August, 1822) precipitated the dissolution of the European concert. His successor, George Canning, was opposed to entangling alliances and, even more than Castlereagh, hated the reactionary policies of the great continental Powers. Nevertheless he sent the Duke of Wellington to represent Great Britain at the Congress of Verona (October to December, 1822), the last important meeting of the sovereigns and statesmen of the European Alliance. The decision of the congress to intervene in Spain was followed by the invasion of that country by a French army (April, 1823) and by the restoration at the point of French bayonets of the absolutist rule of Ferdinand VII. It took all the eloquence of Metternich, Wellington, and the French plenipotentiary, Duke de Montmorency, to dissuade the tsar from sending a Russian army of 150,000 men to fight the Spaniards. With intervention in Spain Canning would have nothing to do, and after the Congress of Verona Great Britain practically withdrew from the European Alliance. "Things are getting back to a wholesome state again," Canning wrote Sir Charles Bagot, British ambassador at St. Petersburg, on January 3,1823, N.S.14 "Every nation for itself, and God for us all. The time for Areopagus and the like of that, is gone by." The European Alliance, nevertheless, was not